Special Projects Research
at Koepke Farms

Wisconsin Buffer Initiative

The objective of the Wisconsin Buffer Initiative
is to create tools to use as guides for designing
effective buffers on typical ag landscapes. The
Initiative also looks to establish field sites and
measurement protocols to quantify losses of
sediment and phosphorus losses from typical
ag sites. The challenge we face in Wisconsin is
to determine how to design, locate, and
maintain buffers so that desired and specified
environmental and possibly economic benefits
can be gained while still protecting the interests
of private landowners and public revenues.
Wisconsin Buffer Initiative conducts research
on two in-field test sites at the Koepke Farm.

Sand County Foundation

The Sand County Foundation is a non-profit
organization committed to advancing the use of
ethical and scientifically sound land
management practices and partnerships for the
benefit of people and the ecological landscape.
The Sand County Foundation has undertaken
a long-term commitment to develop a model for
reducing non-point source pollution through the
use of market based targeted incentives. This
initiative focuses specifically on reducing
nitrogen runoff into our waterways but has the
potential for adaptation for other environmental
amenities. UW-Discovery Farms is working
with Sand County Foundation to evaluate
nutrient and sediment losses through tile line
systems. This research will also stem into
experimentation with different cover crops on
top of tile line systems to reduce nutrient runoff.

For more information contact:

UW-Discovery Farms Office
P.O. Box 429
40195 Winsand Drive
Pigeon Falls, WI 54760
Fax: 715-983-2138
www.discoveryfarms.org

Dennis Frame
Co-Director
Phone: 715-983-2257
drframe@wisc.edu

or

Judy Goplin
Program Assistant
Phone: 715-983-5668
jgoplin@wisc.edu

Discovery Farms is a program from the
University of Wisconsin. Discovery Farms is
part of UW-Extension and the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences at UW-Madison,
and has a relationship with WASI, as does UW-
Platteville’s Pioneer Farm. Discovery Farms
receives funding through UW-Extension, UW-
Madison, UW-Stevens Point, and UW-River
Falls; with help from DATCP, DNR, NRCS,
USGS, county Land Conservation Departments
and County Extension offices; as well as ag
industry organizations, such as WMMB,

PDPW, DBA, and WPPA.
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Koepke Farms is a research farm
hinging on partnerships between UW-
Discovery Farms, Wisconsin Buffer
Initiative, and Sand County

Foundation
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