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How much does a CNMP cost?

A Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan can cost
$5,000 or more, depending on farm size, cropland acres,
animal numbers, facility and landscape challenges,
expansion plans and current farm environmental
condition. The CNMP planner and producer should
meet prior to starting the process to discuss plan
development cost, program deadlines and the

producer's goals and expectations.

For CNMPs with an approved cost-sharing contract,
individual plan components are funded using flat
rates or dollars per unit (acres, animals, etc.). Producers
who are interested in signing up for CNMP cost sharing
should talk to their local NRCS staff. Once the cost-share
contract is in place, producers can seek and hire their
technical assistance team. The interactive work
between the producer and consultants occurs and the
plan is developed and submitted to local NRCS. Once
the planis reviewed and meets the required specifica-
tions, NRCS pays the producer, and the producer is
responsible for paying their individual consultants. The
cost sharing is not intended to cover all the expenses
associated with CNMP development, so producers

should expect to pay some of the costs.

Y A CNMP is a conservation/farm

¢ - " management assessment and
&1 planning tool that is unique to
livestock operations.

CNMP development is an area where technical assis-
tance by private-sector planners is being used by USDA
to meet increasing Farm Bill workload. In the past,
traditional soil and water conservation planning for
voluntary purposes and program participation was a
technical service provided by NRCS. Local NRCS staff
may work with producers to update soil and water
conservation plans, although the timing may not match
with CNMP development deadlines. It should be noted
that even traditional soil and water conservation
planning is a service that qualified private sector

consultants can provide producers.



Does a CNMP Meet Wisconsin's
Nutrient Management Requirements?

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection (DATCP) and the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR), as well as local units of
government, have specific nutrient management
requirements that are based on Wisconsin adminis-
trative codes ATCP 50 and NR 151. Any time producers
are required to develop a nutrient management plan
in accordance with state or local rules, these plans
need to be written by a qualified planner and based
on the NRCS Nutrient Management 590 Standard.*"

Producers who choose to develop a CNMP will have
a nutrient management plan that is in compliance
with the current NRCS 590 Standard, as this is a require-
ment of all CNMPs. There may be circumstances
where state and/or local rules require producers to
adopt practices that are more stringent than required
under the 590 standard. This

Summary
CNMPs are conservation plans unique to livestock

operations with planning standards and criteria
defined and administered by the USDA-NRCS. They
document current or planned practices and strategies
by livestock producers to address natural resource
concerns related to soil erosion, livestock manure
handling, emergency response actions and disposal
of organic by-products. The process of creating a
CNMP teams agricultural producers with professional
agricultural consultants to assess their current
operations, develop plans for change and create a
road map toward that change. A CNMP outlines a
long-range strategy to improve production practices
and maintain or enhance farm profitability, while
leading the producer toward sound environmental
stewardship.

could be true when working “The COMP/‘e/leh\S/‘\/e Nt rient

on permits such as the Wis-
consin Livestock Facility Siting
(ATCP 51), Wisconsin Pollu-
tion Discharge Elimination
Systems (WPDES) permits,
and other Animal Feeding
Operation permits under NR
243. Parts of the CNMP will help
in applying for and develop-
ing these permits. However,
additional work, data collec-
tion, farm evaluations, and
documentation are required
to fully meet these state and
local rules.’*™

Manaﬁemenf Plan PI‘O\//‘O/QS a Set of
recommendalions on how Zo improve
yvour farm and reduce your impact on
the environment. 7T he /ong—-z‘erm
impact of Che CNMP wil/ poSI‘Z‘/\/e/y
affect your bottonm line. Tt 's an
investment in the future.”’

Kar/ Klessig,
Saxon Y/ome\sz‘eac/ F&rm,
Cleveland, Wisconsin
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